
Technology in Bernards 
Township

Sean Siet – Supervisor of Social Studies

Jim Rollo – Technology Manager

Bernards Township Public Schools 



Core Beliefs – Changing the Nature 
of Instruction

• Technology can be used to change the way we 
engage and instruct students

• If you change the nature of the workplace, you 
will change the nature of the worker

• If teachers are given uninterrupted access to a 
rich set of technology tools and content they will 
naturally integrate technology and enhance 
instruction



Rigor, Relevance, and 
Relationships

• Access to technology allows students to hone 
relevant skills for the 21st century

• Inquiry based models of instruction are 
enhanced

• Student interest is increased and thus 
assimilation is more likely

• Relationships (interdisciplinary connections) 
with other classes and students in other 
countries are possible



OnCourse- Web Based Lesson Planning

• Create and update lesson plans based on 
feedback provided by administrator

• Link lessons to educational standards 

• Communicate through a classroom website 
that's easy to create, maintain and access by 
parents/students to check homework etc…

• Calendar allows students to check homework 
assignments daily

• Documents can be posted which students are 
able to download











NJN Digital Classroom

• Onsite and remote access to digital 
media
– United Streaming

– NJN content

– Annenberg

• Ability to construct lessons via United 
Streaming website

• Ability to add district content to NJN server
– Delivery of Spanish program via server saved 

$14,300











Lecture123 and SnapKast
• Asynchronous instruction using Power 

Point presentations or digital whiteboard

• Record in-class or out of class content for 
students to access

• SnapKast – Produce video podcasts via 
Lecture 123 based interface and publish 
local or download via iTunes



Features of Lecture123

�Combine slides, voice, and annotation into an 
easy to use communication environment

�Develop your material in PowerPoint –
Lecture123 does the rest

�Integrated whiteboard

�Immediately available for interactive web-
based playback

�Searchable, reusable repository

�Student questions asked during playback are 
answered by your faculty and integrated into 
the presentation 



Benefits of Lecture123

�Students stop taking notes in class and 
become active learners.

�Identify and remediate areas of student 
confusion before giving the exam.

�Allows sharing of questions and answers with 
all students at any time

�Creates time to explore selected topics in 
more depth with the class

�Saves valuable in-class lectures and 
reuse/refine them next year



Bernards Township use of 
Lecture123

• Class lectures and student 
presentations ( Q&A) 

• Collaborate with other 
institutions– Seton Hall 
University

• Interdisciplinary connections-
Forensic Science and Genetics 

• Communication with the public 



Introducing...... Moodle! 

Moodle is a complete online learning solution, and is distributed for 
free under open source licensing.  

Moodle’s intuitive interface makes it easy for instructors to create 
courses.  Students require only basic browser skills to begin learning.

Assignment
Used to assign online or offline tasks; 
learners can submit tasks in any file 
format (e.g. MS Office, PDF, image, 
a/v etc.).

Chat
Allows real-time synchronous 
communication by learners.

Dialogue

Allows for one-to-one asynchronous 
message exchange between instructor 
and learner, or learner to learner.



Course Management Features - Modules

Forums
Threaded discussion boards for asynchronous group 
exchange on shared subject matter. Participation in forums 
can be an integral part of the learning experience, helping 
students define and evolve their understanding of subject 
matter. 

Students can Rate a forum post, based on Scales set up by the 

course creator



Threaded Discussion



Course Repository



Course Repository



Tying It All Together





The Future...


