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New Jersey Department of Education Assessments 

  

The New Jersey Department of Education administers assessments to students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

and 11.  New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge, or NJ-ASK, is administered to students in 

grades 3 through 8.  This exam measures a studentôs achievement in meeting state standards in three 

areas: Mathematics, Language Art Literacy, and Science.  The High School Proficiency Assessment, or 

HSPA, examination is given to grade 11 students. The scores on all state assessments range from 100 to 

300. Students scoring 200 or above are meeting or exceeding their grade-level state standards under the 

No Child Left Behind Act. 

 

Partially Proficient  100-199 

Proficient    200-249 

Advanced Proficient 250-300 

 

Unless otherwise stated, the charts for the New Jersey assessments display the results for 2010.  The 

following legend is helpful to reference acronyms within the charts. 

 

Data from two ñEnd of Courseò assessments, or EOCôs, were also analyzed.  The EOC is given to 

students registered in certain courses.  Currently, tests are administered for students in only two subjects:  

Algebra I and Biology. 

 

Chart Legends 

 

NJASK ï New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge ï administered in Grades 3-8 

HSPA ï High School Proficiency Assessment ï administered in Grade 11 

GE ï General education students 

SE ï Special education students 

DFG ï District Factor Group ï Bernards Township is in the highest DFG (J) 

LA  ï Language Arts Literacy 

EOC ï End of Course Assessment 

AP ï Advanced Placement 
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NJ ASK 3 (2010) 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

LA (Total Students) 88.0 82.2 227.4 219.7 

LA (GE) 93.0 87.3 231.4 223.4 

LA (SE) 67.5 57.1 210.9 201.5 

Math (Total Students) 96.2 93.2 262.4 256.2 

Math (GE) 99.4 95.9 267.7 260.6 

Math (SE) 85.0 80.1 242.7 235.5 
 

NJ ASK 3 Percent At or Above State Standards by Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

LA (Total Students) 86.2 89.9 

Math (Total Students) 96.3 96.2 

 

NJ ASK 3 ï District Mean Scale Scores By Year 

Student Population 2007 2008 2009 2010 

LA (Total Students) 231.5 232.4 225.2 227.4 

LA (GE) 234.0 234.5 228.2 231.4 

LA (SE) 220.3 223.6 213.4 210.9 

Math (Total Students) 249.4 251.9 252.0 262.4 

Math (GE) 252.2 254.3 256.3 267.7 

Math (SE) 236.9 242.5 235.7 242.7 
 

NJ ASK 3 District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

LA (Total Students) 223.0 232.0 237.9 225.2 

Math (Total Students) 263.8 260.9 284.6 256.8 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 

 

NJ ASK 3 Mean Scale Scores by School 

  OS CH LC MP 

LA (Total Students) 225.6 219.1 229.5 234.1 

LA (GE) 229.8 224.0 233.4 237.3 

LA (SE) 212.2 197.4 215.0 217.4 

Math (Total Students) 253.6 255.9 267.9 272.2 

Math (GE) 260.1 262.2 273.0 275.5 

Math (SE) 235.9 228.6 249.1 256.1 
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ASK-3 Lang. Arts Mean Scale Scores by School and DFG J (2007-10) 

 
ASK-3 Math Mean Scale Scores by School and DFG J (2007-10) 
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NJ ASK 3 ï Summary of Statistics 

 

 

Language Arts Literacy 

 

Areas of Strength:  

 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 Liberty Corner mean scale score significantly improved. 

 The DFG average has steadily declined since 2007 ï from 230 to just under 220. 

 The percentage of special education students at or above proficiency in LA is 67.5% for 

Bernards versus 57.1% for DFG J. 

 

Area of Weakness:  

 

 An ANOVA test on NJASK3 Language Arts scale scores of the elementary schools shows there 

is a significant difference among the buildings. 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

Areas of Strength  

 

 An ANOVA test on NJASK3 Math scale scores of the elementary schools shows there is a 

significant difference among the buildings. 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 Liberty Corner mean scale score significantly improved. 

 The DFG J average has steadily increased from 246 in 2007 to 256 in 2010. 

 

 Areas of Weakness: none found 

 

 

Recommendations 

 Provide Reading Recovery training for two Reading Specialists not already trained to assist in 

the identification of effective reading strategies.  

 Utilize Performance Tracker data analysis software to track student cohort performance. Training 

will be provided by administration for teaching staff and Reading Specialists to enter  local 

assessments and compare to performance on state assessments.  

 Professional Development for special education and general education to address the Alternative 

Proficiency Assessment scores 

 Systematic staff development to increase teachersô understanding of test format and response 
construction, particularly in writing 

 K-12 Language Arts goal addresses the areas of writing workshop, mini-lessons, and 

conferencing with special emphasis on incorporating strategies from the Lucy Calkins writing 

program.  The goal is to develop creativity, strong mastery of language conventions, and most 

importantly the critical thinking necessary for producing fine writing products. 
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NJ ASK 4 (2010) 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

LA (Total Students) 85.5 84.2 227.5 224.0 

LA (GE) 89.8 90.0 231.2 228.4 

LA (SE) 64.2 51.8 210.6 199.2 

Math (Total Students) 95.4 93.4 252.5 252.0 

Math (GE) 98.3 96.6 256.2 256.9 

Math (SE) 80.9 75.0 234.1 225.1 
 

NJ ASK 4 Percent At or Above State Standards by Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

LA (Total Students) 79.0 91.9 

Math (Total Students) 95.6 95.2 

 

NJASK 4 ï District Mean Scale Scores By Year 

Student Population 2007 2008 2009 2010 

LA (Total Students) 230.4 230.2 226.8 227.5 

LA (GE) 232.1 233.6 229.8 231.2 

LA (SE) 220.5 215.1 210.7 210.6 

Math (Total Students) 255.4 256.1 251.2 252.5 

Math (GE) 258.0 260.1 255.6 256.2 

Math (SE) 239.7 239.2 227.7 234.1 
 

NJ ASK 4 District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

LA (Total Students) 221.4 233.6 240.5 225.1 

Math (Total Students) 252.3 252.7 274.6 248.1 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 

 

NJ ASK 4 Mean Scale Scores by School 

  OS CH LC 
MP 

  

LA (Total Students) 221.5 226.7 225.1 235.3 

LA (GE) 225.2 229.3 230.5 238.5 

LA (SE) 199.9 200.8 209.5 223.2 

Math (Total Students) 241.0 258.7 243.0 265.0 

Math (GE) 244.4 261.7 248.4 268.0 

Math (SE) 221.3 232.7 226.1 252.4 
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ASK-4 Lang. Arts Mean Scale Scores by School and DFG J (2007-10) 

 
ASK-4 Math Mean Scale Scores by School and DFG J (2007-10) 
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NJ ASK 4 Science (2010) 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

Science (Total Students) 98.8 99.1 248.6 253.4 

Science (GE) 98.8 99.6 249.8 255.6 

Science (SE) 98.5 97.2 243.1 241.7 
 

NJ ASK 4 Science - Percent At or Above State Standards by Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

Science (Total Students) 98.5 99.0 
 

NJ ASK 4 Science ï District Mean Scale Scores By Year 

Student Population 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Science (Total Students) 247.3 247.0 252.7 248.6 

Science (GE) 259.7 250.9 254.7 249.8 

Science (SE) 233.5 231.7 241.6 243.1 
 

NJ ASK 4 Science - District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

Science (Total Students) 250.1 247.1 256.8 246.9 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 
 

NJ ASK 4 Science - Mean Scale Scores by School 

  OS CH LC MP 

Science (Total Students) 241.3 255.1 244.1 252.9 

Science (GE) 243.8 256.2 245.3 252.8 

Science (SE) 226.7 244.3 241.3 255.5 

ASK-4 Science Mean Scale Scores by School and DFG J (2007-10) 
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NJ ASK 4 ï Summary of Statistics 

 

Language Arts Literacy 

 

 

Areas of Strength:  

 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 When Mount Prospect is excluded, there is NO significant difference among the schools. 

 Females scored significantly higher than males on Language Arts Literacy. 

 The percentage of special education students at or above proficiency in LA is 64.2% for 

Bernards versus 51.8% for DFG J. 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 An ANOVA test on NJASK-4 Language Arts scale scores of the elementary schools shows there 

is a significant difference among the buildings. 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

Areas of Strength:  

 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 An ANOVA test on NJASK-4 Math scale scores of the elementary schools shows there is a 

significant difference among the buildings. 

 The percentage of special education students at or above proficiency in math is 5.9% higher than 

DFG J percentage. 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 An ANOVA test on NJASK-4 Mathematics scores of the elementary schools shows there is a 

significant difference among the buildings. 

 

Science 

 

Areas of Strength:  

 

 All cluster mean scores were well above the state mean. 

 

 

Areas of Weakness:  

 

 Al l cluster means slightly below the DFG J mean. 

 An ANOVA test on NJASK-4 Science scale scores of the elementary schools shows there is a 

significant difference among the buildings. 

 

Recommendations 
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 Provide Reading Recovery training for two Reading Specialists not already trained to assist in 

the identification of effective reading strategies.  

 Utilize Performance Tracker data analysis software to track student cohort performance. Training 

will be provided by administration for teaching staff and Reading Specialists to enter local 

assessments and compare to performance on state assessments.  

 Professional Development for special education and general education to address the Alternative 

Proficiency Assessment scores 

 Systematic staff development to increase teachersô understanding of test format and response 

construction, particularly in writing 

 K-12 Language Arts goal addresses the areas of writing workshop, mini-lessons, and 

conferencing with special emphasis on incorporating strategies from the Lucy Calkins writing 

program.  The goal is to develop creativity, strong mastery of language conventions, and most 

importantly the critical thinking necessary for producing fine writing products. 
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NJ ASK 5 (2010) 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

LA (Total Students) 92.3 87.1 233.2 226.1 

LA (GE) 96.0 92.4 237.2 230.6 

LA (SE) 66.1 56.2 204.5 200.0 

Math (Total Students) 98.1 94.7 264.6 256.9 

Math (GE) 100.0 97.7 268.7 261.9 

Math (SE) 84.7 77.6 235.2 227.4 
 

NJ ASK 5 Percent At or Above State Standards by Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

LA (Total Students) 88.2 96.0 

Math (Total Students) 98.7 97.6 

 

NJASK 5 ï District Mean Scale Scores By Year
1
 

Student Population 2007 2008 2009 2010 

LA (Total Students) 240.9 232.2 233.5 233.2 

LA (GE) 244.4 234.8 238.0 237.2 

LA (SE) 223.0 211.9 208.6 204.5 

Math (Total Students) 253.0 254.5 262.3 264.6 

Math (GE) 257.4 258.2 267.1 268.7 

Math (SE) 253.0 228.5 235.7 235.2 
 

NJ ASK 5 District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

LA (Total Students) 227.2 238.5 248.0 229.7 

Math (Total Students) 266.6 262.9 279.0 261.9 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 

 

NJ ASK 5 Mean Scale Scores by School 

  OS CH LC 
MP 

  

LA (Total Students) 230.9 228.6 233.7 237.7 

LA (GE) 234.6 232.9 236.7 242.5 

LA (SE) 202.4 192.2 212.8 208.0 

Math (Total Students) 263.7 262.3 263.7 267.5 

Math (GE) 266.7 267.8 266.9 271.9 

Math (SE) 241.4 214.9 241.8 239.1 

 

                                                 
1
 The NJ-ASK 5-8 tests were redesigned in 2008 which included changes in test time, item type and passage length.   

Therefore, comparison between NJ ASK scores prior to and after 2008 is not warranted. 
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ASK-5 Lang. Arts Mean Scale Scores by School and DFG J (2007-10) 

 
ASK-5 Math Mean Scale Scores by School and DFG J (2007-10) 

 



 13 

NJ ASK 5 ï Summary of Statistics 

 

Language Arts Literacy 

 

Areas of Strength: 

 

 An ANOVA test on NJASK-5 Language Arts scale scores of the elementary schools shows there 

is a slight difference among the buildings. 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 All mean scale scores for all elementary schools exceeded the DFG J mean. 

 The percentage of special education students at or above proficiency in LA is 9.9% higher than 

DFG J percentage. 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 None found 

 

Mathematics 

 

Areas of Strength: 

 

 An ANOVA test on NJASK-5 Math scale scores of the elementary schools shows there is NO 

significant difference among the buildings. 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 All mean scale scores for all elementary schools exceeded the DFG J mean. 

 The percentage of special education students at or above proficiency in math is 7.1% higher than 

DFG J percentage. 

 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 None found 

 

 

Recommendations 

 

 Provide Reading Recovery training for two Reading Specialists not already trained to assist in 

the identification of effective reading strategies.  

 Utilize Performance Tracker data analysis software to track student cohort performance. Training 

will be provided by administration for teaching staff and reading specialists to enter both local 

assessments and compare to performance on state assessments.  

 Professional Development for special education and general education to address the Alternative 

Proficiency Assessment scores 

 Systematic staff development to increase teachersô understanding of test format and response 
construction, particularly in writing 

 K-12 Language Arts goal addresses the areas of writing workshop, mini-lessons, and 

conferencing with special emphasis on incorporating strategies from the Lucy Calkins writing 

program.  The goal is to develop creativity, strong mastery of language conventions, and most 

importantly the critical thinking necessary for producing fine writing products. 
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NJ ASK 6 (2010) 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

LA (Total Students) 91.8 89.2 233.2 229.1 

LA (GE) 97.8 94.7 238.4 233.5 

LA (SE) 56.1 57.6 201.8 203.3 

Math (Total Students) 92.0 91.5 249.3 246.2 

Math (GE) 96.6 95.7 255.8 251.6 

Math (SE) 62.1 66.8 209.5 213.9 
 

NJ ASK 6 Percent At or Above State Standards by Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

LA (Total Students) 86.6 97.8 

Math (Total Students) 89.3 95.1 

 

NJASK 6 ï District Mean Scale Scores By Year
2
 

Student Population 2007 2008 2009 2010 

LA (Total Students) 231.6 219.7 228.5 233.2 

LA (GE) 235.2 223.3 232.7 238.4 

LA (SE) 209.5 195.5 201.6 201.8 

Math (Total Students) 246.0 250.2 247.2 249.3 

Math (GE) 250.1 254.4 252.7 255.8 

Math (SE) 221.2 219.9 210.7 209.5 
 

NJ ASK 6 District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

LA (Total Students) 227.6 239.7 250.1 230.1 

Math (Total Students) 247.5 251.5 275.5 244.6 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 

                                                 
2
 The NJ-ASK 5-8 tests were redesigned in 2008 which included changes in test time, item type and passage length.   

Therefore comparison between NJ ASK scores prior to and after 2008 is not warranted. 
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ASK-6 Lang. Arts Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 

 
ASK-6 Math Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 
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NJ ASK 6 ï Summary of Statistics 

 

 

Language Arts Literacy 

 

Areas of Strength:  

 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 There was a significant increase in the mean score from 2008 to 2009, matching the increase in 

DFG J mean.  Bernards mean rose beyond the DFG J mean in 2010. 

 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 The mean scale score for females was significantly higher than the mean for males; a much 

higher percentage of males scored below proficient in LA. 

 Continue to address the scores for special education students  

 

Mathematics 

 

Areas of Strength: 

 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 There was no significant difference in the mean score from 2008 to 2010. 

 

 

Areas of Weakness:  

 

None found 

 

 

Recommendations 

 

 Increased test preparation as part of the Basic Skills classes at William Annin. 

 Mandatory inclusion of students who fall below proficiency levels in Instructional Support 

classes 

 Systematic staff development to increase teachersô understanding of test format and response 

construction, particularly in writing 
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NJ ASK 7 (2010) 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

LA (Total Students) 95.0 92.4 239.4 238.3 

LA (GE) 98.0 96.5 243.4 242.9 

LA (SE) 73.6 65.4 210.3 207.1 

Math (Total Students) 90.1 88.7 238.0 244.0 

Math (GE) 95.5 93.9 243.1 249.9 

Math (SE) 49.1 53.0 200.1 202.9 
 

NJ ASK 7 Percent At or Above State Standards by Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

LA (Total Students) 94.4 95.5 

Math (Total Students) 90.1 90.1 

 

NJASK 7 ï District Mean Scale Scores By Year
3
 

Student Population 2007 2008 2009 2010 

LA (Total Students) 231.6 241.5 237.7 239.4 

LA (GE) 234.8 245.9 242.1 243.4 

LA (SE) 211.0 212.3 207.6 210.3 

Math (Total Students) 235.2 245.3 242.4 238.0 

Math (GE) 240.4 250.5 247.3 243.1 

Math (SE) 203.3 211.3 208.0 200.1 
 

NJ ASK 7 District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

LA (Total Students) 236.0 242.4 255.1 237.0 

Math (Total Students) 238.4 237.7 264.4 233.3 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 

 

                                                 
3
 The NJ-ASK 5-8 tests were redesigned in 2008 which included changes in test time, item type and passage length.   

Therefore comparison between NJ ASK scores prior to and after 2008 is not warranted. 



 18 

ASK-7 Lang. Arts Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 

 
ASK-7 Math Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 
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NJ ASK 7 ï Summary of Statistics 

 

Language Arts Literacy 

 

Areas of Strength:  

 

 The 2010 district mean scale score is above the DFG J mean. 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 The percentage of special education students at or above proficiency in LA is 8.2% higher than 

DFG J percentage. 

 The difference in percent at or above proficient by gender is NOT apparent in NJASK 7 scores. 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

Areas of Strength: None found 

 

 

Areas of Weakness:  

 

 There was a significant decrease in the mean score from 2008 to 2009.  In 2008, the district 

average was 4.9 points above the DFG J average.  In 2009, the means were identical; in 2010 the 

district mean is 6 points below the DFG J mean. 

 Most cluster means are slightly below the DFG J mean except number and numerical operations. 

 The percentage of special education students at or above proficiency in math is 3.9% lower than 

DFG J percentage. 

 The difference in percent at or above proficient by gender is NOT apparent in NJASK 7 scores. 

 

Recommendations 

 

 Increased test preparation as part of the Basic Skills classes at William Annin. 

 Mandatory inclusion of students who fall below proficiency levels in Instructional Support 

classes 

 Systematic staff development to increase teachersô understanding of test format and response 

construction, particularly in writing 
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NJ ASK 8 (2010)
4
 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

LA (Total Students) 97.6 96.6 242.4 243.1 

LA (GE) 99.7 99.3 246.1 247.2 

LA (SE) 83.6 81.1 218.5 218.4 

Math (Total Students) 92.7 90.2 248.9 250.4 

Math (GE) 97.2 95.3 255.2 257.4 

Math (SE) 63.9 58.3 208.5 206.8 
 

NJ ASK 8 Percent At or Above State Standards by Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

LA (Total Students) 96.7 98.6 

Math (Total Students) 92.6 92.9 

 

NJASK 8 ï District Mean Scale Scores By Year
5
 

Student Population 2007 2008 2009 2010 

LA (Total Students) 235.3 235.2 236.3 242.4 

LA (GE) 237.3 238.8 239.2 246.1 

LA (SE) 214.9 213.9 217.2 218.5 

Math (Total Students) 239.7 250.5 243.0 248.9 

Math (GE) 242.8 257.0 248.5 255.2 

Math (SE) 210.5 209.8 207.5 208.5 
 

NJ ASK 8 District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

LA (Total Students) 239.8 245.4 256.4 239.9 

Math (Total Students) 256.4 240.4 276.9 244.4 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 

                                                 
4
 The ASK-8 test replaced the Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment, or GEPA, in 2008. 

5
 The NJ-ASK 5-8 tests were redesigned in 2008 which included changes in test time, item type and passage length.   

Therefore comparison between NJ ASK scores prior to and after 2008 is not warranted.  
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ASK-8 Lang. Arts Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 

 
ASK-8 Math Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 
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NJ ASK 8 Science (2010)
6
 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

Science (Total Students) 96.9 96.9 251.8 256.3 

Science (GE) 99.0 99.1 254.8 260.6 

Science (SE) 83.6 85.1 232.0 231.2 
 

NJ ASK 8 Science - Percent At or Above State Standards by Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

Science (Total Students) 97.9 95.8 
 

NJ ASK 8 Science ï District Mean Scale Scores By Year
7
 

Student Population 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Science (Total Students) 245.4 257.8 249.4 251.8 

Science (GE) 247.3 262.6 252.3 254.8 

Science (SE) 226.9 230.4 230.5 232.0 
 

NJ ASK 8 Science - District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

Science (Total Students) 258.8 243.7 271.3 248.7 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 

ASK-8 Science Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 

                                                 
6
 In 2008 the GEPA Science exam was replaced by the NJ-ASK 8 Science test. 

7
 Even though the test name changed from NJ GEPA to NJ-ASK 8 Science exam, the testôs criteria and design were NOT 

changed, so comparisons from prior years are acceptable. 
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NJ ASK 8 ï Summary of Statistics 

 

Language Arts Literacy 

 

    Areas of Strength:  

 

 There was a significant increase in the district mean scale score from 2009 to 2010; the increase is 

on par with the DFG J increase. 

 Most cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean. 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

  Cluster scores for writing and persuasive tasks were slightly below the DFG J mean. 

 

Mathematics 

 

Areas of Strength:   

 

 In 2010, there was NO significant difference in mathematics mean scale scores between Bernards 

and DFG J. 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 Two cluster means were slightly below the DFG J mean: Numbers & Numerical Operations, and 

Data Analysis.  

 

Science 

 

Areas of Strength:  

 

 There was an increase in district mean scale score from 2009 to 2010.   

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 Several clusters had means that were below the DFG J mean: life sciences, physical science, and 

application. 

 

Recommendations 

 

 Increased test preparation as part of the Basic Skills classes at William Annin. 

 Mandatory inclusion of students who fall below proficiency levels in Instructional Support 

classes 

 Systematic staff development to increase teachersô understanding of test format and response 
construction, particularly in writing 
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HSPA (2010) 

 
Percent at or Above State 

Standards 
Mean Scale Score 

Student Population Bernards DFG J Bernards DFG J 

LA (Total Students) 94.6 94.7 245.8 246.7 

LA (GE) 98.9 97.9 250.3 250.8 

LA (SE) 63.8 72.4 212.9 217.8 

Math (Total Students) 97.8 97.6 244.5 244.4 

Math (GE) 99.7 99.3 247.2 247.3 

Math (SE) 85.1 87.4 225.9 225.9 
 

HSPA Percent At or Above State Standards By Gender 

Student Population Male Female 

LA (Total Students) 96.6 99.0 

Math (Total Students) 95.6 95.6 

 

HSPA District Mean Scale Scores By Year 

Student Population  2007 2008 2009 2010 

LA (Total Students) 245.3 240.0 242.2 245.8 

LA (GE) 248.3 242.7 247.0 250.3 

LA (SE) 223.5 216.8 212.9 212.9 

Math (Total Students) 245.6 245.4 245.2 244.5 

Math (GE) 250.1 249.0 250.6 247.2 

Math (SE) 211.4 213.0 208.1 225.9 
 

HSPA District Mean Scale Scores By Subgroup*  

Student Population Male Female Asian White 

LA (Total Students) 240.6 248.2 247.9 244.6 

Math (Total Students) 248.1 243.5 254.7 245.3 
*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 
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HSPA Lang. Arts Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 

 
HSPA Math Mean Scale Scores vs. DFG J (2007-10) 
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HSPA Lang. Arts Percent Advanced Proficient vs. DFG J (2007-10) 

 
HSPA Math Percent Advanced Proficient vs. DFG J (2007-10) 
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Summary of Statistics ï HSPA 

 

 

Language Arts Literacy 

 

Areas of Strength:  

 

 The district mean score for 2010 is slightly higher than the mean score for 2009. 

 The percentage of students at Advanced Proficient is over 40%. 

 All cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 The percentage of special education students at or above proficiency in LA is 8.6% lower than 

DFG J percentage. 

 

Mathematics 

 

Areas of Strength: 

 

 There was no significant change in either the mean scores or the percentage Advanced Proficient 

from 2007 to 2010. 

 The percentage of students at Advanced Proficient is over 55%. 

 Al l cluster means are at or above the DFG J mean and above the state mean. 

 

Areas of Weakness: none found 
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Biology End of Course Assessments (2010) 

 

Percent At or Above State Standards & Mean Scale Score By Gender, & Subgroup* 

Student Population 
Number of Students 

with a Valid Score 

Percent at or Above 

State Standards 
Median Scaled Score

8
 

All Students 435 86.4 236.8 

DFG J 3773 87.8 239.1 

General Ed. 374 90.9 242.0 

Special Ed. 55 59.3 206.0 

Female 207 85.4 237.3 

Male 228 87.3 236.8 

White 342 87.4 235.0 

Asian 69 91.3 252.0 

 

*Only reported for subgroups with n>40 

                                                 
8
 The scale scoring for the Biology End of Course assessment ranges from 100 to 300 and the mean scale score is published.   
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EOC Biology Mean Scale Score vs. DFG J (2007-10) 
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End of Course Assessment Summary of Statistics 

 

 

End of the Course Exam in Biology 

 

Areas of Strength: 

 

 The percentage of students at Advanced Proficiency is 39.4%. 

 The percentage of special education students scoring Partially Proficient is 40.6%. 

 All clusters means are at or above the DFG J mean  

 

Areas of Weakness: 

 

 Cluster scores in Diversity and Biological Evolution and Task 2 were below the DFG mean. 

 

Recommendations/Course of action  

 

 Review of 2009-2010 test scores with staff along with full day in service (middle and high 

school staff) planned for November 2010. 

 Realigned Biology curriculum during the summer of 2010 to reflect the change to Biology 

Competency Assessment graduation requirement for the class of 2014. 
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SAT Reasoning Test 

 

The new SAT Reasoning Test was introduced in 2005 and was first reported for the Class of 2006.  It 

differed from the old SAT-I exam in many ways making comparisons difficult. The new SAT Reasoning 

Test has three sections: Math, Critical Reading, and Writing.  The data provided by the College Board 

includes the latest SAT Reasoning scores for Ridge High School students in the graduating class of 

2010.   

 

In 2010, the SAT Critical Reading mean score for RHS was 573, while the state mean was 495 and the 

national mean was 501. In 2010, the SAT Math mean score for RHS was 600, while the state mean was 

514 and the national mean was 516. The SAT Writing mean score for RHS was 579, while the state 

mean was 497 and the national mean was 492. 

 

Critical Reading Section Mean Scores by Subgroup (2006-2010) 

Class of 
Mean 

SAT score 

25th 

Percentile 

Score 

75
th
 

Percentile 

Score 

Male Female Asian White 

2006 570 500 640 571  570  596  568  

2007 570 500 640 578 563 637 560 

2008 561 490 630 556 566 598 553 

2009 567 500 640 572 562 630 558 

2010 573 490 650 573 572 639 563 

 

Math Section Mean Scores by Subgroup (2006-2010) 

Class of 
Mean 

SAT score 

25th 

Percentile 

Score 

75th 

Percentile 

Score 

Male Female Asian White 

2006 597 540 660 612  585  658  589  

2007 594 520 660 618 574 692 581 

2008 595 530 670 603 585 681 580 

2009 598 530 670 609 584 693 585 

2010 600 540 670 615 585 686 585 
 

Writing Section Mean Scores by Subgroup (2006-2010) 

Class of 
Mean 

SAT score 

25th 

Percentile 

Score 

75th 

Percentile 

Score 

Male Female Asian White 

2006 567 490  640  560  572  587  564  

2007 567 490 650 565 568 630 558 

2008 559 490 630 542 579 595 552 

2009 568 490 630 564 574 649 555 

2010 579 510 650 575 582 654 566 
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SAT2 Subject Tests ï Mean Scores 2003 ï 2010 

 

 Literature  

United 

States 

History  

Mathematics 

Level IC 

Mathematics 

Level IIC  
Biology Chemistry Physics 

2003 576 606 631 694 621 591 696 

2004 658 585 634 689 600 602 709 

2005 661 597 632 699 624 628 692 

2006 658 615 642 692 613 645 678 

2007 652 631 644 717 663 640 720 

2008 631 633 655 678 635 635 688 

2009 662 608 660 705 655 598 686 

2010 649 640 635 699 664 660 696 

 




